
What   is going on Sri Lanka? 

It genocides Tamils, destroy cities and wipe out Tamils, churches, schools. Etcé.. 

It failed to respect the Human Rights. Colonized Sri Lankan criminals in Tamilôs home . 

India, genocides Tamils and destroyed the Tamil Elam in 1987, support again for genocides. UN 

is corrupted again. Only NATO can protect Tamils. 

Tamils head count in Vanni reduced from 500,000 to 250,000 now. When Sri Lanka wipes out 

Terrorism (1500 LTTE) in Vanni, we can expect 100 Tamils left. And 499,900 would be 

massacred. 48 hours trouse imposed by Sri Lanka and only 46 counted by Sri Lankan 

Government, what happen for the rest?  Are they massacred? Why can International community 

take care the civilions why Sri Lankan Government? A lot of Tamils are dissappeared around Sri 

Lanka daily. Tamils are scared to go to Sri Lankan Government controlled area. 

International Pilots like Kazakhstan pilot Captain Timor Anibbai genocide Tamils 
 

Other website: http://www.tamilnat ion.org/ 
  http://www.tamilsagainstgenocide.org/ 

  http://www.tamilcanadian.com/ 
  http://www.tamilcanadian.com/map/ 
 

 

External Links:  
ToI :   US lawyer wants Lankan leaders tried for genocide 

TamilNation :   Black July 1983: the Charge is Genocide 

GW:   Genocide Watch 

GPP:   Genocide Prevention Project 

TAG :   Tamils Against Genocide 

UK :   Genocide of Tamils 

US:   Genocide Intervention Network 

USIP:   Genocide Prevention Task Force 

STAND:   Student led division of Genocide Intervention Network 

 

Please use your influence and protect Tamilsé. 

  

Thamilar Thayagam Thamil Elam 
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'Good old game of Sinhala chauvinism' 

[TamilNet, Wednesday, 11 February 2009, 03:37 GMT] 

The tactics that are played at every juncture during the last several decades by Sinhala 

chauvinism against Tamil emancipation in the island of Sri Lanka were re-enacted in 

Colombo Tuesday when Patriotic National Movement (PNM), an outfit of Rajapaksa 

circle, staged a demonstration against ICRC, USA and Britain, even for their minimal 

engagement and token gestures to the sufferings of Tamils, journalistic circles in Colombo 

commented. "It is but only a taste of what to follow for those who envisage a political 

solution of lasting peace within the state system of Sri Lanka," said a senior journalist.  

 
 

 

Gunathasa Amarasekara, the president of the the Patriotic National Movement (PNM) while 

addressing the protestors who gathered in front of the British High Commission between 10:00 

and 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, accused America and Britain for sabotaging the 'victory' of the Sri 

Lankan armed forces.  

 



The demonstrators carried placards thanking India, China and Russia for their support to the war.  

 

The protestors also shouted slogans against the ICRC and demanded the agency to leave Sri 

Lanka, accusing it for "helping the Tigers." 

 

Norway, which usually faces the brunt of such demonstrations, seemed to have escaped this 

time.  

 

The PNM is an alliance of extreme Sinhala nationalists formed and backed by Wimal 

Weerawansa, who now heads a dissident group of the JVP, which is a tactical ally of the Sri 

Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa.  

 

Such demonstration-tactics were played ever since 1956, at every time political solutions were 

mooted out and governments had to yield in.  

 

The same tactics are over-sensitively staged today by the deliberations of Sri Lankan government 

agencies and diplomats in the international arena on one hand, and by demonstrations of 

orchestrated masses in Colombo against international opinion on the other hand.  

 



 

 

 

Related Articles: 
04.04.08   Weerawansa suspended from JVP politburo  
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01.10.03   PNM vows to thwart 'foreign attempt to divide' country  

24.12.02   Buddhist monks burn Norwegian flag  

25.05.00   Group claims Norway embassy bombing  

24.05.00   Grenade attack on Norwegian embassy 

 

US Congresswoman calls for ceasefire negotiations 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 14 February 2009, 19:28 GMT] 

Democratic Congresswoman Nital M Lowey, of 18th District of New York, and 

Chairwoman of the powerful State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Subcommittee 
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expressed concern on the continued violence and the resulting "humanitarian disaster, 

including massive civilian casualties and the displacement of approximately 250,000 

innocent civilians," called on Sri Lanka and the LTTE to negotiate a ceasefire immediately, 

in statement issued this week.  
 

Full text of the statement follows: 

 Rep. Nita Lowey' statement 

Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-NY), Chairwoman of the State and Foreign Operations 

Appropriations Committee, today released the following statement on the continued violence in 

Sri Lanka between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

(LTTE). 

 
Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY) 

"Ongoing violence between the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE has resulted in a 

humanitarian disaster, including massive civilian casualties and the internal displacement of 

approximately 250,000 innocent civilians. Today's suicide bombing at a refugee checkpoint is 

only the most recent in series of deadly and shocking attacks. 

 

"I call on the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE to negotiate a ceasefire immediately and to 

protect innocent civilians, especially those who have been displaced and trapped by the fighting. 

Both parties must take immediate action to address the worsening humanitarian situation and 

ensure food, water, and medical assistance reaches those in need."  

 75 feared killed in SLA shelling, elders home  

[TamilNet, Saturday, 14 February 2009, 18:11 GMT] 

More than 50 civilians were feared killed in Theavipuram and Va'l'ipunam in Sri Lanka 

Army (SLA) artillery barrage on Friday, according to people who were reached 

Puthukkudiyiruppu Friday night. Meanwhile, medical staff at Maaththa'lan hospital said 

fifteen civilians were killed and 35 wounded at Ira'naippaalai Saturday morning and that 

an elders home and the surrounding area came under artillery fire where four elders were 

killed and around 50 persons wounded.  

http://www.tamilnet.com/img/publish/2009/02/Lowey003.pdf


 
Brothers who lost their elder sister in SLA shelling 

 
Elderly civilians wounded at SLA barrage on elders home 



 
A wounded child at hospital 

 
The remains of the parachute used by the Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) in cluster bombing on 

Puthukkudiyiruppu on Friday. More than four locations were attacked by the SLAF which 

increasingly deploys cluster and bombs that cause fire 

 

 

Chronology: 
14.02.09  75 feared killed in SLA shelling, elders home  

13.02.09  Herding people by terror: Intense shelling, dead b.. 
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http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28418
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28401
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28364


08.02.09  80 killed, 200 wounded, carnage continues inside '.. 

08.02.09  More than 180 killed in Sri Lankan bombardment wit.. 
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26.01.09  Does IC know no human dignity of civilians, asks a.. 

26.01.09  100 civilians feared killed, countless wounded, ar.. 
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23.01.09  'Safety zone' shelled again, 5 civilians killed, 8.. 

23.01.09  Artillery barrage continues, 3 killed, 33 wounded 

22.01.09  2 medical staff wounded in artillery barrage on ho.. 

22.01.09  Military was provided with exact coordinates of ho.. 

22.01.09  Hospital bombed, 5 killed, 15 wounded 
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21.01.09  IC urged to act on humanitarian grounds to safegua.. 

20.01.09  Unprecedented civilian carnage in Vanni 

18.01.09  Vanni civilians under deadly siege 
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18.01.09  Artillery barrage kills several civilians, dozens .. 

18.01.09  Sri Lankan shelling kills 4 civilians, children am.. 

17.01.09  Catholic priests appeal to UN to intervene in Vann.. 
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16.01.09  Humanitarian tragedy in Vanni enters deadlier phas.. 

16.01.09  "Which norms of liberal democracy preclude IC atte.. 

13.01.09  Doctors call for attack free zones surrounding dis.. 

13.01.09  Humanitarian tragedy unfolds in Vanni 

 

 

 

Burnt bodies of 2 Tamil youths recovered in Vavuniyaa 

[TamilNet, Thursday, 12 February 2009, 15:48 GMT] 

Bodies of two Tamil youths burnt beyond recognition were recovered from 

Chamayaapuram in Kaneasapuram area in Vavuniyaa district Wednesday morning by the 

Vavuniyaa police. Both had been abducted by unidentified armed persons few days ago 

from their residences, according to the relatives in statements to Vavuniyaa police.  

 

The bodies had been found lying along Ma'nipuram Road in Ganeshapuram area. Both bodies 

had been identified by their relatives as of 31-year-old Selvaretnam Sathananthan and 26-year-

old Saravanamuthu Sathiyanathan (26) of Naampanku'lam in Oamanthai, police sources said. 

 

The police suspect that both youths were shot dead before being burnt.  
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Bodies were handed over to their relatives after postmortem examination held in the Vavuniyaa 

general hospital Wednesday evening. 

Self-immolation reported in front of British PM's residence 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 14 February 2009, 16:50 GMT] 

An Eezham Tamil has self-immolated himself in front of British Prime Minister Gordon 

Brown's official residence at 10 Downing Street in London, according to UK based Tamil 

satellite Television Deepam TV.  
 

British Police has cordoned off the area. Details were not available.  

 

 

Chronology: 
14.02.09  Self-immolation reported in front of British PM's .. 

14.02.09  Poignant acts of self-immolation 

13.02.09  Eezham Tamil immolates himself to death in front o.. 

08.02.09  Diaspora Tamil dies in self-immolation urging Obam.. 

07.02.09  Congress cadre immolates himself to death protesti.. 

01.02.09  Two more suicide-bids in Tamil Nadu against Indian.. 

01.02.09  Muthukumar triggers off mood of defiance in Tamil .. 
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31.01.09  Muththukumar hailed as hero, tension escalates acr.. 
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30.01.09  Last statement of Muthukumar 

29.01.09  Tamil Nadu journalist burns himself to death conde.. 

 

Grand scale murder, rape of screened civilians feared, TNA MP alerts 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 14 February 2009, 14:34 GMT] 

Around 190 males were murdered and 130 females were taken for sexual abuse among the 

thousands of civilians so far fled and screened by the Sri Lanka Army (SLA), accused 

Tamil National Alliance MP S. Gajendran Saturday, citing information he received from 

the inmates of internment camps and from his contacts in Vavuniyaa. The sources 

informed him that murdered were secretly buried in Anuradhapura. "Unless there is no 

immediate international supervision and international monitors, situation turning into 

another Yugoslavia cannot be prevented," the MP said.  

 

The separation of young men and women 'wanted' by the SLA reportedly takes place during the 

screening process at the so-called 'IDP rescue centres' in the war zone, entirely manned by 

military personnel.  
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In mid-90's hundreds of civilians who got into the hands of the SLA in Jaffna were missing. 

Mass graves of the massacred became known later in a place at Chemma'ni in the Jaffna 

peninsula. Several instances of rape and murder were proven, whilst the vast majority were not 

investigated. Those convicted were later released.  

 

The MP expressed fear that a worse situation is faced today. 

 

There are news agencies and websites who claim that the civilians interviewed in the camps 

accused the LTTE for firing on them and preventing them fleeing. How far these news agencies 

can expect the civilians living under such terrified conditions to tell the truth other than what is 

wanted by those who have detained them, asked the MP. 

 

Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports received from Vanni allege a person directing the war without 

uniform giving an open licence to the SLA to every form of atrocity, according to sources within 

SLA, who spoke about it. 
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India changes language with measured 

ambiguity  

[Fri, 13 Feb 2009, 01:30 GMT] 

Indian President Prathiba Patil in her address to the joint sitting of Indian 

Parliament on Thursday declared that India continued to support a 

negotiated political settlement in Sri Lanka within the framework of an 

undivided Sri Lanka acceptable to all the communities, including the Tamil 

community. Ms. Prathiba Patil urged Colombo and the Tigers to return to 

negotiating table. Full  story >>  

Sri Lanka rejects Britainôs appointing of Special 

Envoy 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 20:57 GMT] 

Sri Lanka swiftly rejected as ñan intrusion into internal affairsò Britainôs 

appointment Thursday of a Special Envoy to help settle the islandôs protracted 

conflict. Sri Lanka's Foreign Minister Rohitha Bogollagama was quoted by the 

AFP as saying that the British move was tantamount to "an intrusion into Sri 

Lanka's internal affairs" and was "disrespectful to the country's statehood. Earlier 

Thursday, the British Prime Minister Gordon Brown told a parliamentary 
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committee that he had asked former defence secretary, Des Browne, to be an 

envoy for Sri Lanka. Full story >> 

 

2ND LEAD 

British ex-defence secretary appointed special 

envoy to Sri Lanka 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 15:44 GMT] 

Britain named a special envoy to Sri Lanka on Thursday to help bring about a 

political solution to the islandôs long-running conflict and to ease hardships to 

Tamil civilians trapped in the Vanni warzone, UK press reports said. "I've asked 

Des Browne, our former defence secretary, to be an envoy for Sri Lanka," British 

Prime Minister Gordon Brown told a parliamentary committee. Brown said the 

priorities were to achieve a ceasefire and to get a political settlement, Reuters 

reported. Meanwhile, US Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Robert Blake was quoted by 

the Washington Post as saying the Sri Lankan militaryôs capture of the Vanni 

region ï which he expects within weeks ï will not end the LTTEôs armed struggle 

and that Colombo must reach a political settlement with the Tamils. Full story >> 

 

 

'Tamil Nadu needs to go beyond demonstrations' 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 08:49 GMT] 

If at all there is any positive impact of the unprecedented uprising and 

demonstrations, staged spontaneously by the masses of Tamil Nadu and the 

diaspora, it is the inward awakening of global Tamils to the forces of oppression 

and to the defiance of the oppressors, whether domestic or international. A historic 

responsibility lies on the leaders of Tamil Nadu and on those who uphold the 

struggle of the oppressed, to channel the positive energy generated from the 

uprising to achieve its goals rather than allowing it to be carried away by the 

machinations of the oppressors, writes opinion columnist Chivanadi. Full story >> 

 

Singapore Tamils protest newspaper misreporting 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 13:57 GMT] 

Singapore Tamils have protested misreporting of a news in the headlines of the 

country's Tamil daily Tamil Murasu last Thursday, which read that the LTTE had 

claimed they would even attack Tamil Nadu, media circles in Singapore said. 

Full story >> 
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IDPs in SLA detention camps lack sufficient food in 

Jaffna 

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 01:35 GMT] 

 
Jaffna Government Agent (GA) made an urgent appeal Tuesday to local and 

international non-government organizations in Jaffna to provide food materials to 

the 2400 detainees held in three Sri Lanka Army (SLA) camps as the arrangement 

of supplying cooked food to them has been suspended by the SLA authorities in 

Jaffna, sources in Jaffna said. The dry food items given to them under the World 

Food Programme (WFP) are hardly sufficient to meet the food requirements of the 

civilians detained in the SLA detention centres in Kurunakar, Koaappay and 

Mirusuvil, Jaffna Secretariat sources added. Full story >> 

 

ICRC: Vanni dependent on outside aid, shelling 

killed 16 patients on Monday 

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 06:08 GMT] 

On Monday, Putumattalan was hit by shelling that killed at least 16 patients. "We 

are shocked that patients are not afforded the protection they are entitled to," said 

Paul Castella, head of the ICRC delegation in Colombo, in a press statement issued 

Tuesday. "Most of the population is now displaced and completely dependent on 

outside aid, yet none has reached the area since 29 January," the ICRC said adding 

that it remained extremely concerned about the plight of the civilians in Vanni. "It 

is imperative that both parties immediately allow food and other urgently needed 

items to reach those who are trapped." Full story >> 

 

 
2ND LEAD 

Written and spoken: learning conversion of 

Eezham Tamil 

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 13:21 GMT] 

One of the problems faced by the diaspora children in learning Tamil is relating 

the spoken and written forms. There is already a useful teaching material 

addressing this need, produced by Sankaran Radhakrishnan and brought out by the 
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South Asia Institute of the University of Texas at Austin. But this is for the spoken 

Tamil of Tamil Nadu. A need of the time is linguists among Eezham Tamils to 

come out with a similar material identifying the rules of conversion for Eezham 

Tamil. Full story >> 

 

2ND LEAD 

SLA launch large scale cordon, search in 

Vadamaraadchi 

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 17:20 GMT] 

Hundreds of Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers conducted a large scale cordon and 

search from early morning Wednesday till evening in Karaveddi area in 

Vadamaraadchi, sources in Vadamaraadchi said. The religious rites for the local 

ICRC employee killed recently which took place at his house in Karaveddi 

Wednesday where many people had gathered may have triggered the SLA search, 

the sources said. Full story >> 

 

2ND LEAD 

SLA shoots dead 2 youths in Jaffna 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 11:14 GMT] 

Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers engaged in road patrol opened fire on two youths 

as they were cycling along Aadiyapaatham Road near Thirunelveali junction in 

Jaffna, killing them on the spot, Thursday around 11:30 a.m, sources in Jaffna said. 

One of the youths killed is from Nainaatheevu who had come to see his bride-to-be 

in Thirunelveali but SLA claimed that they gunned down the two youths because 

they opened fire on the soldiers, seriously injuring one of them. Full story >> 

 

Burnt bodies of 2 Tamil youths recovered in 

Vavuniyaa 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 15:48 GMT] 

 
Bodies of two Tamil youths burnt beyond recognition were recovered from 

Chamayaapuram in Kaneasapuram area in Vavuniyaa district Wednesday morning 

by the Vavuniyaa police. Both had been abducted by unidentified armed persons 
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few days ago from their residences, according to the relatives in statements to 

Vavuniyaa police. Full story >> 

 

Civilian refugees imprisoned in internment camps 

in Vavuniyaa 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 11:55 GMT] 

The civilian refugees who either fled the war zone or caught by the Sri Lanka 

Army (SLA) are denied not only the freedom of movement to go out of the 

buildings in which they are detained under 'near-prison' conditions, but are also 

denied freedom of movement inside the camp itself after 6:00 p.m. by the SLA, 

even for the call of nature, on grounds of condemnation that they were linked to 

the LTTE, said NGO activists on condition of anonymity. Full story >> 

 

2ND LEAD 

ICRC evacuates 360 more patients to Trincomalee 

[Thu, 12 Feb 2009, 12:41 GMT] 

The ICRC on Thursday evacuated second batch of 360 injured and sick patients 

from makeshift hospitals in Puthumaaththa'lan and Thaevipuram in Vanni to 

Trincomalee in chartered vessel 'Green Ocean', according to medical sources. The 

foreign officials of the ICRC who came to Vanni, have also returned in the ship, 

the sources further said. Meanwhile, informed sources in Colombo said that the 

ICRC was not allowed by the GoSL to have foreign officials to operate in Vanni as 

it would no longer guarantee their security. Colombo government is also pressing 

the remaining health workers to leave Vanni with ICRC escort. Full story >> 

 

Colombo orders all health workers to immediately 

leave Vanni  

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 06:57 GMT] 

Health ministry officials in Colombo issued Tuesday a 'final warning' to the 8 

doctors and around one thousand medical and health workers of Mullaiththeevu 

and Ki'linochchi districts, now serving more than 250,000 civilians in the besieged 

Mullaiththeevu district, to immediately leave the LTTE controlled territory, 

according to the sources at the District Secretariat in Vavuniyaa. The move comes 

after military officials warned the medical staff of dire consequences. Full story >> 

 

Tigers deny firing at civilians, accuse SLA, urge for 
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international monitors 

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 01:15 GMT] 

Categorically denying reports by the Sri Lankan military officials 

in Colombo that the Tigers had fired at the fleeing civilians in 

Vanni, Puthukkudiyiruppu Divisional Political Head of the LTTE, 

C. Ilamparithy told TamilNet Wednesday that Sri Lanka Army 

(SLA) commando teams had entered the 'safety zone' in 

Udaiyaarkaddu and Chuthanthirapuram and had opened fire killing 

civilians and causing injuries to many in their attempt to forcibly move the 

civilians into the hands of the SLA. "Sri Lankan military machinery, which has 

relentlessly killed and maimed thousands of civilians during the past four weeks, is 

now engaged in a propaganda drive to divert the mounting pressure on the 

Colombo government by the International Community," Mr. Ilamparithy charged. 

Full story >> 

 

'Good old game of Sinhala chauvinism' 

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 03:37 GMT] 

 
The tactics that are played at every juncture during the last several decades by 

Sinhala chauvinism against Tamil emancipation in the island of Sri Lanka were re-

enacted in Colombo Tuesday when Patriotic National Movement (PNM), an outfit 

of Rajapaksa circle, staged a demonstration against ICRC, USA and Britain, even 

for their minimal engagement and token gestures to the sufferings of Tamils, 

journalistic circles in Colombo commented. "It is but only a taste of what to follow 

for those who envisage a political solution of lasting peace within the state system 

of Sri Lanka," said a senior journalist. Full story >> 

 

Sri Lanka engaged in deliberate, systematic act of 

genocide - LTTE  

[Wed, 11 Feb 2009, 11:15 GMT] 

The Tamil homeland is witnessing one of the worst human tragedies of the 21st 

century said the Political Division of the Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam (LTTE) 

in a statement issued in Tamil on Wednesday. More than one-thousand civilians 

have been killed and four-thousand are struggling to recover from the injuries amid 

continuous artillery barrage, air attacks and cluster bombing by the Sinhala state, 
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the LTTE statement said. The LTTE statement categorically denied the Sri Lankan 

claim that a Tiger human bomb had recently attacked civilians. Full story >> 

 

Demonstration in Delhi to release victims of Indiaôs 

Intelligence Agency 

[Tue, 10 Feb 2009, 22:22 GMT] 

 
42 political activists of Myanmar landed in the Windfall Island of Indiaôs 

Andaman Islands in 1998, allegedly lured by a promise of getting a base for them 

there. On arrival, 6 of them were killed and 36 arrested reportedly by an Indian 

intelligence officer LT. Col. Grewal. Two of the arrested have gone missing. A 

book titled óRogue Agentô authored by Nandita Haksar and published by Penguin 

India is released in Delhi, Wednesday, along with a protest demonstration 

demanding the release of the 34, languishing in Indian prison for 11 years and 

requesting the UNHCR to grant them refugee status, Burma Centre in Delhi said. 

Full story >> 

 

2ND LEAD 

250 patients evacuated, return of ICRC to Vanni 

urged 

[Tue, 10 Feb 2009, 15:21 GMT] 

Two foreign officials of the ICRC officials left Vanni Tuesday around 5:00 p.m. in 

a ship transporting 250 seriously wounded patients, including 50 children, all 

wounded in Sri Lanka Army (SLA) artillery and Multi-Barrel Rocket Launcher 

(MBRL) fire. The patients were taken on board the ship at LTTE controlled 

Puthumaaththa'lan in Mullaiththeevu to Trincomalee. The two ICRC officials who 

were remaining in Vanni had received instructions to be present in Trincomalee 

and it is not known whether they would return to Vanni, according to informed 

government officials. Full story  

 

 

Sri Lanka warns interferi ng Westerners 
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[TamilNet, Sunday, 01 February 2009, 14:47 GMT] 

Sri Lankaôs hardline government warned Sunday that Western ambassadors, news 

agencies and INGOs of "dire consequences" if they attempt to give the LTTE a second 

breath of life. "They will be chased away (if they try) to give a second wind to the LTTE 

terrorists at a time the security forces, at heavy cost, are dealing them the final death 

blow," Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa told The Sunday Island.  
 

The paper said Rajapaksa did not mince his words when he said that some ambassadors, 

specially the German and Swiss ambassadors, and some news agencies were behaving 

irresponsibly. 

 

He named, CNN, Al-Jazeera and especially the BBC of trying to sensationalize civilian 

hardships by telecasting video clips which he said came ñfrom LTTE websites.ò 

 

"These video clips do not indicate bombings or explosions," Rajapakse said. 

 

"It was irresponsible not to talk about civilians held in the war zone by the LTTE while making 

comments that only helped the Tigers," Rajapaksa said. 

 

He accusing BBC Anchor Chris Morris of being known for partisan support to the LTTE from 

the 1990s. 

 

"If he does not act responsibly and attempts to create panic, I will have to chase him out of the 

country," Rajapakse, brother of President Mahinda Rajapakse, warned. 

 

Rajapaksa warned that members of the international community, specifically the German and 

Swiss ambassadors, who are trying to create panic will be similarly treated. 

 

Journalists and aid workers have been barred by the government from going to the conflict zone. 

For much of the conflict International reports have, however, reported the governmentôs account 

of events, with the qualification that there is no way to verify these. 

 

Sri Lankan media has been subject meanwhile to a campaign of state-terror.  

 

At least 14 journalists and Sri Lankan staff working for the media have been killed since the 

beginning of 2006, according to Amnesty International. Another 20 have fled the country after 

getting death threats, the London-based rights group said. 

 

However, Tamil media and politicians in Sri Lanka has suffered a strong of murderous attacks 

for much longer.  

 

The Jaffna-based Uthayan newspaper has been repeatedly attacked, with gunmen once storming 

its offices in the Army-controlled Jaffna town, brazenly walking from room to room killing and 

wounding staff. 

 

In 2005 the islandôs leading defence analysts, Sivaram Dharmeratnam, was abducted from a 



street in the fortified capital Colombo and body was dumped the following day. 

 

That ñspectacle killingò spread terror through the ranks of Tamil media ï largely to muted 

criticism from Sinhala media and, by and large, the international community. 

 

Four years later, Sinhala journalists are facing the same murderous terror. Whilst many Sinhala 

nationalists in the media are enthusiastically backing the brutal war to the islandôs north, others 

are being careful how they report. 

 

The latter are kept disciplined by repeated warnings from the state and occasional ñspectacle 

killingsò like that earlier this month of Lasantha Wickrematunge, editor of the Sunday Leader 

newspaper. 

Civilian casualties rise, SLA, SLAF attacks continue on safety zone 

[TamilNet, Sunday, 01 February 2009, 21:31 GMT] 

Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) bombers attacked Moongkilaa'ru Sunday night around 10:00 

p.m. casualty details are not known. Amid reports of Sri Lanka Army (SLA) using cluster 

munitions fitted to artillery shells in its indiscriminate barrage on civilian refuges, around 

13 dead bodies of civilians were recovered Sunday morning in completely burned state, 

beyond identification, at Moongkilaa'ru in Udaiyaarkaddu within the 'safety zone' 

announced by the government of Sri Lanka. More than 30 children and elders were killed 

Saturday alone, reports said. Civilian casualties were mounting also on Sunday.  

 

Civilians in the vicinity of Moongkilaa'ru said rockets exploded causing immediate fire at the 

locality where newly arrived IDP families were setting up makeshift tents around 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday. The IDPs referred to the explosions as caused by Multi-Barrel Rocket Launcher 

(MBRL) warheads. There was no reports of inspection by experienced medical authorities to 

judge whether there was any chemical weapon deployed by the SLA in the attack.  

 

At least 7 civilians were killed Sunday noon near Chuthanthirapuram school. 13 civilians were 

rushed to hospital.  

 

Shells exploded near Udaiyaarkaddu hospital, causing panic among the medical staff and the 

patients at the hospital around 11:00 p.m. Sunday.  

 

Medical authorities were not able to provide an overview of deaths as civilians were not taking 

their dead to the makeshift hospitals, which were struggling to cope with the situation. 

Shelling hits hospital, ICRC shocked 

[TamilNet, Sunday, 01 February 2009, 19:39 GMT] 

The International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC), in a statement issued from Colombo 



Sunday expressed shock at the shelling of Puthukkudiyiruppu Hospital a second time in a 

week, and said "wounded and sick people, medical personnel and medical facilities are all 

protected by international humanitarian law. Under no circumstance may they be directly 

attacked," pointing an accusing finger at the Government of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka 

Army (SLA) without mentioning either by name.  
 

Full text of the news release follows: 

 

Sri Lanka: Vanni hospital shelled 
 

"We're shocked that the hospital was hit, and this for the second time in recent weeks," said Paul 

Castella, head of the Colombo delegation of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC). "Wounded and sick people, medical personnel and medical facilities are all protected by 

international humanitarian law. Under no circumstance may they be directly attacked." 

 

The hospital currently has over 500 in-patients, some of them still waiting to be transferred to the 

government-controlled area for more adequate treatment. Despite today's attack, people injured 

by the fighting continue to arrive at the facility. 

 

The ICRC has been supporting the hospital's staff by setting up a makeshift structure for triage, 

receiving ambulances, and helping to clean the facility. It has also provided mattresses for 

patients who find themselves in the corridors because there is no longer any room in the wards. 

 

"The staff are under acute stress, surrounded as they are by the sound of the ongoing fighting and 

the influx of new patients," said Morven Murchison-Lochrie, an ICRC medical coordinator, who 

is present in the hospital. "Ambulances are constantly arriving, but people are also being brought 

in by wagon, pick-up truck, tractor and even motor scooter." Despite this, she said, the staff 

remained inventive and committed to caring for the injured and sick who had made the 

dangerous trip to the hospital. 

 

Appealing to those involved in the fighting, Mr Castella said: ''The ICRC calls on both parties to 

respect their obligation to spare medical facilities and activities, as required by international 

humanitarian law in all circumstances." 

 

ICRC staff are present in the hospital and, together with the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society, 

continue to support the Ministry of Health staff caring for the injured and sick there.  

 

 

External Links:  
ICRC :   Sri Lanka: Vanni hospital shelled  

 

22 Tamils arrested in Colombo, BMICH declared HSZ 

[TamilNet, Sunday, 01 February 2009, 16:50 GMT] 

More than twenty Tamil civilians were arrested in cordon and search operations conducted 

http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/sri-lanka-news-010209?opendocument


by the police and armed forces in several parts of Colombo since Friday, in preparation to 

the Independence Day celebration that falls on February 4. About five thousand police 

personnel drawn from outstations, have been deployed in the Colombo city to step up 

security. All vehicles entering the Colombo city are stopped and checked by the police, 

police sources said.  

 

Police Department said the security of the Colombo city has been tightened following 

information that some suicide cadres of the LTTE had infiltrated in Colombo for disrupting the 

Independence Day celebrations. 

 

Meanwhile, the area surrounding the Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall 

(BMICH) in Colombo has been declared high security zone with effect from Sunday midnight, 

media reports said quoting defense ministry sources.  

 

Four day national level exhibition to mark the Independence Day celebration is to begin in 

BMICH on February 4 evening.  

 

The exhibition is to be declared open by the President Mahinda Rajapakse on Independence day 

SLA arrests 10 Tamils, 5 Sinhalese in Chilaw 

[TamilNet, Sunday, 01 February 2009, 16:42 GMT] 

Ten Tamils and five Sinhalese were taken into custody in a cordon and search operation 

conducted in Chilaw town Saturday by the Sri Lanka Army and police on receipt of 

information that some strangers had infiltrated. Houses, shops lodges and boarding houses 

were subjected to careful search, police sources said.  

 

All arrestd have benn staying in lodges. Police said they obtained vital information about 

terrorist activity in Chilaw town from the suspects during the preliminary inquiry. The arrested 

are being held in the Chilaw police station for further inquiry by the Terrorist Intelligence 

Division of the Police, sources said. 

 

Meanwhile, the Attorney General has informed the Supreme Court that action is being taken to 

file indictments against 21 Sinhalese suspects out of 24 who are now in remand under the 

Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). The AG has further stated that adequate evidence is 

available charge the suspects for association with the LTTE.  

 

Other three Sinhalese suspects are to be released as there was no evidence to implicate them with 

the terrorism activity, legal sources said. 

Artillery -fired cluster shells, aerial bombing on safety zone, 39 civilians killed 



[TamilNet, Saturday, 31 January 2009, 17:44 GMT] 

For the first time within the safety zone, Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) bombers Saturday 

attacked Moongkilaa'ru and Chuthanthirapuram. Relentless artillery fire also continued 

throughout the day on civilian targets. 39 civilians were killed and 128 wounded in the 

indiscriminate attacks. Artillery -fired cluster munitions were used in the attacks by the 

SLA against civilians targets, blamed LTTE's Political Head B. Nadesan. Meanwhile a 

doctor attending the wounded at Udaiyaarkaddu hospital described the situation as a two-

pronged genocide, one through military operations and the other by refusing medical 

supplies.  
 

The 48-hours ultimatum of Rajapaksa was wrongly interpreted in a section of political circles 

and media in India as a temporary ceasefire allowing civilians to move. But it was in fact a 

period of intensified attack on the civilians to terrorise them to submit, Mr. Nadesan charged.  

 

The environs of Puthukkudiyiruppu (PTK) hospital had come under artillery barrage on Friday 

and Saturday. A civilian was killed in PTK on Saturday. Four civilians were killed in Pokka'nai 

and another four at Chuthanthirapuram, according to medical sources. 

 

The remaining dead in different locations were not brought to the hospitals, sources said.  

 

 

Chronology: 
31.01.09  Artillery-fired cluster shells, aerial bombing on .. 

31.01.09  SLA shelling continues on 'safety zone', Colombo r 
 

British Tamils stage largest ever march protesting genocide, mandating Tamil Eelam 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 31 January 2009, 21:50 GMT] 

More than one hundred thousand British Tamils marched through central London 

Saturday condemning Sri Lankaôs war against their people and calling for an independent 

Tamil Eelam. The unprecedented response on one of the coldest days this year turned out 

to be the largest ever gathering of the British Tamil community. It seems almost half of the 

Eezham Tamil community in Britain joined the march Saturday. While the turnout 

reflected the anger and outrage over the genocide committed on Tamils by Colombo and its 

international abettors, significant focus of the march was the demand for the recognition of 

Eezham Tamil sovereignty in the island of Sri Lanka. It was actually a mandate, the 

organizers said.  
 

Protesters carried large flags of red and yellow ï the Tamil national colours ï and banners 

condemning the genocide of Tamils by the Sri Lankan state and expressing their support for an 

independent Tamil Eelam. 

 

Many expatriate organizations and associations had printed leaflets which they handed out en 

route. Some focused on recent massacres by the Sri Lankan military, others outlined the ô60 

years of Oppressionô faced by the Tamils of Sri Lanka, many others highlighted óGenocideô. 
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Many of the marchers had made up their own banners and posters; some highlighted the 

slaughter of Tamil civilians in Sri Lanka Army and Air Force attacks especially in the past 

month in Vanni, others slammed various members of the international community, especially 

India and Japan. There were calls on the British government and the UN to act. 

 

One community organization passed out cards bearing a petition to the British government 

demanding the de-proscription of the LTTE, drawing enthusiastic response.  

 

The protesters chanted slogans, including ñWe want ï Tamil Eezham!ò, ñPirapaharan - our 

leader!ò, ñStop killing ï Tamil Peopleò, ñRajapakse - go to hell!ò 

 


