
 

What   is going on Sri Lanka? 

It genocides Tamils, destroy cities and wipe out 

people, churches, schools. Etcé.. 

It failed to respect the right so Tamils since 

1948é. 
International Pilots like Kazakhstan pilot Captain Timor Anibbai genocide 
Tamils 
 

Other website: http://www.tamilnation.org/ 

  http://www.tamilcanadian.com/ 

  http://www.tamilcanadian.com/map/ 

 

External L inks: 
ToI :   US lawyer wants Lankan leaders tried for genocide 

TamilNation :   Black July 1983: the Charge is Genocide 

GW:   Genocide Watch 

GPP:   Genocide Prevention Project 

TAG :   Tamils Against Genocide 

UK :   Genocide of Tamils 

US:   Genocide Intervention Network 

USIP:   Genocide Prevention Task Force 

STAND:   Student led division of Genocide Intervention Network 

 

Please use your influence and protect Tamilsé. 
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Norway breaks silence, condemns war 

[Tue, 27 Jan 2009, 10:21 GMT] 

The Norwegian Foreign Minister, Jonas Gahr 

Støre, in a statement issued on Tuesday said his 

government condemned the ongoing war in Sri 

Lanka, which has caused "unacceptable 

sufferings to the civilians," in the country. 

Meanwhile, International Development Minister 

Erik Solheim has called on the parties stressing that all the people in conflict 

area should be able to move freely and that the civilians who flee the war 

must be assured a dignified and respectful treatment under the supervision 

and monitoring of UN and international observers. "The sick and the 

wounded must be given access for treatment and ambulances must be able to 

travel unhindered, in and out of the conflict area," Mr. Solheim has 

demanded. Full  story >>  
Latest 15 Reports: 

Jan 27 10:21     Norway breaks silence, condemns war 

Jan 27 09:06     Dead bodies decomposed beyond identification - med.. 

Jan 27 07:00     Students in Chennai protest against alleged Indian.. 

Jan 27 06:27     Artillery barrage continues on 'safety zone', no s.. 

Jan 27 04:37     9 Tamil youths arrested, security tightened in Tri.. 

Jan 26 20:12     Targeting civilians in safety zone, premeditated w.. 

Jan 26 17:59     'Biased UN official misleads humanity, safely sitt.. 
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Jan 26 11:50     'Their imagination is stuck at the 13th amendment' 

Jan 26 11:36     Does IC know no human dignity of civilians, asks a.. 
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[EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT: AUDIO] 

More than 300 civilians feared killed, people bleed 

to death on streets 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 15:30 GMT] 

In a scene of carnage of untold proportion on civilian targets hit by hundreds of Sri 

Lanka Army fired artillery shells, more than 300 people have died and several 

http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2009&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2008&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2007&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2006&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2005&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2004&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2003&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2002&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2001&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=2000&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=1999&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=1998&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13&year=1997&view=%25%25view%25%25
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=79
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=86
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=86
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=99
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=73
http://www.tamilnet.com/transcription
http://www.tamilnet.com/transcription
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=80&artid=9774
http://www.tamilnet.com/feedback.html
http://www.tamilnet.com/aboutus/index.html?catid=67
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28160
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28160
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28160
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28159
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28158
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28157
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28156
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28155
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28154
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28153
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28152
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28151
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28150
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28148
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28147
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=79&artid=28146
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28145
http://www.tamilnet.com/#flashback
http://www.tamilnet.com/cat.html?catid=13
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28151
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28151


hundreds are bleeding to death within the last 24 hours, amidst pouring rain inside 

the 'saftey zone' declared by the Colombo government. Houses and vehicles burn 

for a stretch of three km between Vaôlôlipunam Kaaôli temple and Moongkilaaôru 

towards Paranthan road, reports from Vanni said on Monday. Unattended bodies 

and injured people unable to move are lying around everywhere, while a remaining 

doctor fled and helpless ICRC officials virtually cried at the scene from their 

bunkers, TamilNet correspondent said. Full story >> 

 

More than 1,000 wounded, Mullai RDHS urges IC 

to send medical teams 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 16:27 GMT] 

The Regional Director of Health Services (RDHS) for Mullaiththeeev district, Dr. 

T. Varatharajah in an urgent appeal to the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL), 

ICRC, the United Nations and the International Community has urged to send 

medical supplies and medical teams to the district to assist its medical staff. 

Full story >> 

 

Targeting civilians in safety zone, premeditated war 

crime of Colombo - Nadesan 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 20:12 GMT] 

 
Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam (LTTE) Political Head B. Nadesan, Monday 

night told TamilNet that Colombo has committed a grave war crime by asking 

civilians and their facilities, including the ICRC, to move inside a 'safety zone,' 

without any shelter or infrastructure support and then by subjecting them to 

inhumane artillery barrage, killing hundreds and causing injuries to more than one 

thousand. Full story >> 

 

What prevents Akashi and his ilk reaching out to 

people in need, asks IDP activist 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 03:48 GMT] 

"The Colombo government has claimed that its forces have 

captured the 'last LTTE town', Mullaiththeevu. Its Army 
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commander has said that 95% of the war is over. Therefore the LTTE must now be 

powerless in controlling the movement of civilians. But the people every time 

demonstrate their shudder at the thought of getting into the hands of the invading 

army and pull themselves into pockets further and further. In such a situation it is 

nothing but mischief for the visiting Japanese Envoy Yasushi Akashi to talk about 

the LTTE using civilians as human shield and The Hindu to highlight it," said an 

IDP activist from Vanni. Full story >> 

 

Germany calls for Ceasefire between GoSL, LTTE 

[Fri, 23 Jan 2009, 01:51 GMT] 

 
German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier called Thursday for an 

immediately negotiated ceasefire between the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) 

and the Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam (LTTE), stating that the ceasefire should 

enable aid deliveries and medical care for the civilians in the disputed areas. 

Full story >> 

 

 
Readers' opinion II 

Denounce Sri Lankan identity, readers show ways 

[Thu, 22 Jan 2009, 23:26 GMT] 

As a democratic move, based on principles of non-violence and non-cooperation, 

the Eezham Tamils should boldly denounce the Sri Lankan identity being imposed 

on them by the Sinhala government and the world of authoritarians, reads a 

significant theme of the opinion mails received by TamilNet in response to its 

request last Friday. ñThe move should begin from the diaspora for whom it is 

feasible now and it goes beyond any political or organizational affiliation. The 

diaspora ought to realize that what is more dangerous than the war camouflaged to 

be against the LTTE is the adamancy of India and international authoritarians not 

recognizing the national cause of Eezham Tamilsò. Full story >> 

 

Jaffna students protest against SLA artillery 

barrage on Vanni IDPs 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 08:47 GMT] 
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All educational and administrative activities of the University of Jaffna came to a 

complete halt Monday as its students launched their boycott of lectures in protest 

against the indiscriminate and deadly attacks unleashed by the government of Sri 

Lanka on the Tamil people in Vanni, sources in Jaffna said. A larger number of 

policemen and Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers were deployed in and around the 

university premises. Full story >> 

 

TNA seeks IC to stop carnage, urges medical help 

to victims 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 15:47 GMT] 

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) in an urgent press statement has called upon 

the international community to use all its influence with the Sri Lankan State to 

bring an immediate end to the massacre of these Tamil civilians. The TNA further 

appeals that the international community intervenes to secure immediate medical 

supplies and medical personnel to be sent to treat the affected civilians. 

Full story >> 

 

 

'Their imagination is stuck at the 13th amendment' 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 11:50 GMT] 

"All the authoritarians of the world joined hands shamelessly to abet the repulsive 

Colombo regime in crushing the democratic aspirations of a people to liberate their 

nation. When the authoritarians gleefully claim success they seem to have 

forgotten that there is now no excuse of the LTTE for them in coming out with a 

political solution proving their credentials of liberal democracy, if they practise 

that at all. But they seem to be having no vision at all other than poking their 

greedy fingers into the hot pie and their imagination of political solution is stuck at 

the 20 years old óRajeev Rotô, the 13th amendment," said a Tamil political 

commentator in Colombo. Full story >> 

 

Students in Chennai protest against alleged Indian 

military aid to Colombo 
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[Tue, 27 Jan 2009, 07:00 GMT] 

 
Tamil Nadu Police arrested a group of students in front of Tamil Nadu Legislative 

Assembly Tuesday while they were attempting to protest against what they alleged 

as an attempt by the Indian Government to export battle-tanks to the Sri Lankan 

military, reacting to reports and photographs that have appeared in a largest selling 

Tamil daily (Erode edition of Dianthanthi). Meanwhle, Tamil political leaders in 

Tamil Nadu, when contacted by TamilNet said that they were investigating the 

veracity of the claim that tanks photographed at Erode were destined for the 

Colombo government. Full story >> 

 

Artillery barrage continues on 'safety zone', no sign 

of external help 

[Tue, 27 Jan 2009, 06:27 GMT] 

The Sri Lanka Army (SLA) was continuing artillery barrage on civilian 'safety 

zone' despite the repeated calls to cease artillery fire by the medical authorities that 

are struggling to provide medical help, according to latest reports from 

Udaiyaarkaddu hospital on Tuesday. There is no sign of external medical teams or 

supplies coming in as requested by the hospital. Full  story >> 

 

'Biased UN official misleads humanity, safely sitting 

in Colombo' - Vanni journalist  

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 17:59 GMT] 

The UN spokesman in Colombo, Gordon Weiss, reported by AFP put the number 

of dead civilians inside safety zone on Monday only at ten, adding that he could 

not say who was responsible for the civilian casualties. ñ We donôt know where the 

firing came fromò, AFP quoted him saying. The UN, which has a universal 

franchise to intervene on behalf of civilians trapped in war has not only forfeited 

all its rights, including the right to monitor what is happening, to the genocidal 

government of Colombo, but also comes out with blatant lies aimed at protecting 

the perpetrator of war crime, accused Mr. Ravi, a journalist in Vanni. Full story >> 

 

India, Co-Chairs backing war: Sri Lanka 
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[Fri, 23 Jan 2009, 16:29 GMT] 

Sri Lanka said Friday its military offensive against the Tamil Tigers was supported 

by India and the Co-Chairs to the donor community ï US, EU, Norway and Japan. 

Foreign Minister Rohitha Bogollagama said the Co-Chairs and Sri Lanka had a 

common objective of a speedy solution to the conflict. Meanwhile, Japanôs special 

envoy Yashushi Akashi, was quoted by the Defence Ministry as ñexpressing 

satisfaction at the efforts by the Sri Lanka Government to safeguard the civilian 

population in the north.ò Almost a hundred civilians died this week in the 

militaryôs deliberate shelling of populated areas, including a ósafe zoneô Colombo 

announced. Full story >> 

 

Does IC know no human dignity of civilians, asks a 

doctor in Vanni 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 11:36 GMT] 

"The world is silently witnessing one of the worst massacres of helpless civilians 

in contemporary times. These civilians know no crime other than not knowing 

where to go. While the genocidal military of the Colombo government is on the 

killing spree, India and the international community sadistically expect the 

civilians to come running out into the hands of their killers. Either way they expect 

them to perish," a doctor, while attending casualties at the Udaiyaarkaddu hospital, 

said on Monday. Full story >> 

 

Dead bodies decomposed beyond identification - 

medical authorities 

[Tue, 27 Jan 2009, 09:06 GMT] 

Initial reports emerging from Udaiyaarkaddu hospital as the ICRC representatives 

came out of their bunkers and started helping the medical authorities said that 

many dead bodies of civilians that were not buried so far have become 

decomposed beyond identification. 3 shells exploded near the hospital as late as 

1:40 p.m. Tuesday. There have been 2 fresh killings in artillery fire and at least 8 

wounded were brought in Tuesday's shelling. There has been no sign of additional 

medical help coming into the region, the officials said. Full story >> 

 

Massacre escapees at Vavuniyaa hospital under 

strict surveillance 

[Mon, 26 Jan 2009, 04:18 GMT] 

Sri Lanka Army (SLA) opened fire and massacred 7 civilians, including two 
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children of a group of refugees who ended in the hands of the SLA in 

Murasumoaddai village in Ki'linochchi district on January 10, three days before 

the mass exodus of civilians towards Puthukkudiyiruppu. On the same day, the 

SLA blamed the Tigers for the killing of the 7 civilians. However, civilians who 

have been isolated into various detention camps run by the military, have revealed 

that the SLA soldiers had opened fire on them. Full story >> 

 

Former UN diplomat urges global attention on Sri 

Lanka 

[Sun, 25 Jan 2009, 04:57 GMT] 

Jan Egeland, the former UN Undersecretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, in a 

commentary article published in a leading newspaper in Norway on 

Saturday has called for world attention on forgotten conflicts where 

situation has deteriorated while the focal point of the world was 

centered on Gaza. "With catastrophic consequences to an already 

exhausted civilian population, the army of Sri Lanka has taken upon the guerrilla 

controlled areas," he writes. Full story >> 

 

3RD LEAD (CORRECTION, UPDATE) 

Hospital bombed, 5 killed, 15 wounded 

[Thu, 22 Jan 2009, 08:56 GMT] 

The Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and the surgical site of the Mullaiththeevu hospital, 

functioning as a makeshift hospital at Va'l'lipunam school, were damaged in Sri 

Lanka Army (SLA) artillery fire Wednesday night and Thursday around 12:20 

p.m., after the Sri Lankan government declared that the area where the hospital is 

situated is a "secure zone", medical authorities at the hospital said Thursday. Five 

civilians were killed within the hospital premises Thursday, according to Dr. T. 

Varatharajah, the Regional Director of Health Services (RDHS). The RDHS 

confirmed that the ICRC had verified that the Sri Lankan military had received the 

GPS coordinates of the hospital and said he was in constant touch with the ICRC, 

located just 1 km away from the hospital. Full story >> 
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2008 Jan 27 15:16      Tigers repulse two pronged SLA offensive in Paa... 

2008 Jan 27 14:51      STF shoots dead Tamil youth in Kaôluvaagnchchikudi 

2008 Jan 27 14:39      SLA, LTTE clash in Northern Front 
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2007 Jan 27 17:04      Sri Lanka Cabinet reshuffle expected Sunday 
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2005 Jan 27 14:46      PAFFREL to monitor Tsunami relief fund distribu... 

2005 Jan 27 11:25      Navy soldiers assault fishermen in Jaffna 

2005 Jan 27 10:35      Tamil plantation sector flood victims neglected... 

2005 Jan 27 03:58      Tree planting, shramadana campaign mark remembr... 

2004: 
2004 Jan 27 19:59      Norwegian Ambassador meets Col.Karuna 

2004 Jan 27 19:02      SLN soldier found dead with gunshot wounds 

2004 Jan 27 16:38      Signature campaign to restart peace process pla... 

2004 Jan 27 16:28      Strike cripples Sri Lanka's train service 

2004 Jan 27 15:07      Sri Lanka Catholics to fast, pray for religious... 

2004 Jan 27 14:18      UNICEF donates vehicles, computers to aid proje... 

2004 Jan 27 13:23      Sri Lanka minister urges Britain to lift ban on... 

2004 Jan 27 11:53      U.S Court declares Patriot Act provision Uncons... 

2004 Jan 27 10:39      óDonors can assist through local organisationsô... 

2004 Jan 27 01:27      CPA honours talented Trincomalee youths 

2003: 
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2003 Jan 27 17:26      SLN assaults Tamil fishermen in Vadamarachchi Sea 

2003 Jan 27 15:43      Stop harassing fishermen, Court tells SLN comma... 

2002: 
2002 Jan 27 17:02      Thondaman meets LTTE in Mutur 

2002 Jan 27 01:16      Kilinochchi struggles to limp back to life (pho... 

2001: 
2001 Jan 27 14:38      SLA ambush kills one 

2000: 
2000 Jan 27 11:52      Rebel UNPers violated party rules - lawyer 

2000 Jan 27 07:27      Bomb explodes in Vavuniya 

2000 Jan 27 02:16      Massacre accused shot dead 

1999: 
1999 Jan 27 23:33      Amnesty says 4 'disappeared' located 

1999 Jan 27 23:21      News in Brief: 

1999 Jan 27 23:16      Father dies of exhaustion 

1999 Jan 27 16:15      Supreme court rules election postponement illegal 

1999 Jan 27 16:12      Six hurt in clash 

1999 Jan 27 11:39      PA ministers deny violence charge 

1999 Jan 27 11:33      Jaffna children undernourished - report 

1998: 
1998 Jan 27 23:59      ACHC condemns attack on temples 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Most voting cards not claimed 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Police given deadline 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Civilians killed by SLA fire 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      SLA steps up Jaffna security 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Confusion over LTTE ban mechanism 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Calls for Gen. Ratwatte's resignation 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      President appeals for 'valuable' vote 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Unemployed graduates to protest 

1998 Jan 27 23:59      Amnesty, ICRC condemn Kandy bomb 

 

 

Mystery death of SriLankan pilot 

Jan 25 (NS) The recent sudden death of a foreign pilot attached to the SriLankan Airlines remains a 

mystery with the exact cause of death still unknown. It is believed that Kazakhstan pilot Captain Timor 

Anibbai died on the night of January 6 at a private tourist hotel at Ettukala, Negombo. ñThe post-mortem is 

still being done as the body was at an early decomposition stage when it was handed over for the autopsy, 

and I am extremely suspicious about the death,ò more.. 
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7 prominent journalists flee Sri Lanka 

[TamilNet, Friday, 23 January 2009, 07:30 GMT] 

With  the assassination of veteran editor of Sunday Leader Lasantha Wickrematunge seven 

Sri Lankan prominent journalists have left the country, a journalist stationed outside Sri 

Lanka told TamilNet Friday. Meanwhile, media reports said an editor of a pro-government 

Sinhala weekly 'Rivira', Upali Tennakoon, and his wife were severely assaulted by a group 

that arrived in motorbikes Friday morning while he was driving his car to work on Kandy 

Road, Imbulgoda in Gampaha district.  
 

Mr. Upali Tennakoon and his wife were admitted to National Hospital, Colombo.  

 

Tennakoon was earlier the editor of the Sinhala daily óDivinaô of the Upali group. 

 

Dinesh Gunewardena, the government chief whip and Sri Lankan minister of Urban 

Development told SL Parliament Tuesday that nine journalists were killed and 27 assaulted since 

2006.  

 

 

Chronology: 
23.01.09  7 prominent journalists flee Sri Lanka 

20.01.09  Letter from the grave - NYT 

19.01.09  'International media abetted death of journalism i.. 

14.01.09  Colombo censures diplomat over Lasantha eulogy 

11.01.09  "And they came for me" - Lasantha Editorial 

10.01.09  Lasantha killing, a savage assault on media indepe.. 

09.01.09  Media activists protest against Lasantha assassina.. 

08.01.09  RSF: Mahinda Rajapakse "directly to blame" for Wic.. 

08.01.09  AHRC fears more killing following Senior Editor's .. 

08.01.09  Sunday Leader Editor assassinated 

28.12.06  Sunday Leader editor faces arrest 

 

Reaping what they sowed: former US diplomats write to SL President 

[TamilNet, Friday, 23 January 2009, 12:01 GMT] 

Six former US ambassadors served in Colombo since 1989 have written a letter in their 

personal capacity to Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, expressing their deep concern about internal 

threats destabilizing ódemocracyô in Sri Lanka. They were particularly upset over the 

assassination of the Editor of Sunday Leader, Mr. Lasantha Wickrematunge. "The 

civilized world has to appreciate these diplomats voicing for a bold, sane and humane 

journalist," said a political commentator based in Colombo, adding however that their 

letter is an "open confession of the reactionary premises taken by them and by their 

government in the last two decades, which in fact externally contributed to the destruction 

of the substance of democracy in the island, retaining only a brittle shell that is crumbling 
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now."   
 

"We have all, at different times and in different ways, made it clear that we believed the goals 

and tactics of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam were unacceptable, and that the Government 

of Sri Lanka was engaged in a difficult but necessary fight against terrorism. We have all 

supported and argued for United States assistance to Sri Lanka in that struggle," said the 

diplomats in their letter. 

 

"It is an open affidavit," observed the political commentator, adding that it reveals how these 

diplomats and their government ignored the norms of democracy by not recognizing the 

spontaneous nationalism of a people struggling against ethnic oriented oppression.  

 

"They sabotaged Tamil nationalism citing the LTTE, but in truth wanted to protect the Colombo-

centric 'tyranny of ethnic majority' for their geopolitical concessions. We have never seen them 

advocating appropriate political solutions. It is this encouragement given by them to the ódark 

side of democracyô that in fact destroyed democracy in the island of Sri Lanka," remarked the 

commentator. 

 

What is self-explanatory to the ideological orientation of the diplomats, according to the 

commentator, is another of their confession: "Fighting an unconventional war against a terrorist 

enemy is a difficult task, and the sad truth is that it almost always results in some brutal and 

illegal acts. This is as true of our country as it is of Sri Lanka." 

 

In a lighter vein, the commentator who didn't wish to be named, observed that in the current 

world of deconstruction, where villains and heroes are together, it is difficult to say who are the 

terrorists and who are not. But, at least what is emerging out for certain is that the paradigm of 

the politics of terrorism has become the laughing stock of civilization. 

 

The six ambassadors who wrote this letter are Marion Creekmore (1989-92), Teresita Schaffer 

(1992-95), A. Peter Burleigh (1995-97), Shaun Donnelly (1997-2000), Ashley Wills (2000-03) 

and Jeffrey Lunstead (2003-06). 

 

Full  text of the letter follows: 
 

"We are all former United States Ambassadors to Sri Lanka, but we are writing in our personal 

capacities. Our service in Sri Lanka stretches for over 15 years, and we have seen good times and 

hard times in the country. We all have great respect and affection for Sri Lanka and its people. 

We have known you at different points in your career, and we all acknowledge your love for 

your country and your desire to see it at peace. 

 

"We have all, at different times and in different ways, made it clear that we believed the goals 

and tactics of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam were unacceptable, and that the Government 

of Sri Lanka was engaged in a difficult but necessary fight against terrorism. We have all 

supported and argued for United States assistance to Sri Lanka in that struggle. 

 

"It is for all of these reasons that we are now so upset by developments in Sri Lanka, the most 



recent of which was the murder of The Sunday Leader Editor Lasantha Wickrematunge. We fear 

that, even as Sri Lanka is enjoying military progress against the LTTE, the foundations of 

democracy in the country are under assault. 

 

"The killing of Wickrematunge has prompted this letter, but there have been many previous 

incidents in which the rights of individuals and the media have been violated. 

 

"Mr. President, we speak frankly because in our dealings with you we have always found you to 

have an open mind and to respect the truth. Some have suggested that these events have been 

carried out not by elements of the government, but by other forces hoping to embarrass the 

government. 

 

"We do not find such arguments credible. We are familiar with your history as a defender of 

those whose rights were threatened by the government. We assume, therefore, that if government 

forces are carrying out these acts, they are acting without your permission and knowledge. We 

believe it is imperative that these actions stop, and that those who have carried them out be 

prosecuted. 

 

"Fighting an unconventional war against a terrorist enemy is a difficult task, and the sad truth is 

that it almost always results in some brutal and illegal acts. This is as true of our country as it is 

of Sri Lanka. The important thing is that the country's leadership not condone these acts, and that 

an atmosphere is set from the top that they will not be accepted, and that those who commit them 

will be held to account. 

 

"We urge you to take steps to reestablish accountability and the rule of law in Sri Lanka. 

Investigations have been promised before but have been futile. At times government officials 

have not appeared diligent, as happened in the investigation of the killing of NGO workers 

assisted by the International Eminent Persons Group. 

 

'It is crucial that an investigation now not follow that same fruitless path. It must also be made 

clear to members of the security forces that discipline will be enforced and violators will be 

brought to justice. Only you can provide the leadership and clear direction that will make this 

happen. We have seen before the positive results that such leadership can have, for example, 

when the decision to issue receipts for all detained persons dramatically reduced the number of 

disappearances. 

 

"Sri Lanka has gone through difficult times, but its democratic system has always persevered. 

Neither the LTTE nor assaults by other radical forces have been able to destroy it. It would be a 

tragedy if it were destroyed now, not from without, but from within. 

 

"We intend to make this letter public after you have received it."  

  

 



 

American Tamils urge India to intervene in Sri Lanka 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 24 January 2009, 02:37 GMT] 

More than three hundred American Tamils demonstrated in front of the Indian Embassy 

in Washington D.C. Friday between 12:00 noon and 2:30 p.m. to express solidarity with 

Eelam Tamils, and called upon India to intervene in Sri Lanka on humanitarian grounds to 

initiate peace talks, halt military assistance to Sri Lanka, and to recognize the Tamils right 

to self-determination. The demonstrators later assembled near the U.S. State Department 

to show their support to the new Obama Administration, organizers of the event said.  

 Rally press release 

 
Demonstrators wearing Gandhi attire 

 
Dr Elias Jeyarajah handing over memorandum to Counselor Rahul Rasgotra 

Demonstrators appealed to India to take urgent action to ensure the safety of the more than 

300,000 displaced people who are being subjected to continual shelling and aerial bombardment 

in Vanni by the Sri Lanka military and Air Force. 

 

Dr Elias Jeyarajah on behalf of the organizers of the rally submitted a memorandum to Indian 

Counselor Mr Rahul Rasgotra. The memorandum recommended India to work for a just political 

solution, and pointed out that such a solution can be found only if the right to self-determination 

of the Tamils, a fundamental principle in international law, is recognized.  

 

The rally, according to the organizers, reinforced a December report by Genocide Prevention 

Project, an New York based rights organization that listed Sri Lanka as one of eight countries 

along with Sudan and Congo where there is a presence or likelihood of genocide breaking out. 

The report pointed out that Sri Lanka figured in all five "expert" indexes that track genocide. 

 

http://www.tamilnet.com/img/publish/2009/01/Rally_PressRelease_Jan232008__2_.pdf


The rally was organized by Tamils Against Genocide and joined by members of Americans for 

Peace in Sri Lanka 

 
Protesters at the rally 

 

 
Slogan displayed below Gandhi statue 

 
Obama message at the rally 

 



Demonstrators in front of Indian Embassy 

 
Demonstrators in front of Indian Embassy 

 

 

External Links:  
ToI :   US lawyer wants Lankan leaders tried for genocide 

US:   Genocide Intervention Network 

USIP:   Genocide Prevention Task Force 

GPP:   Genocide Prevention Project 

WT :   FEIN: A genocide inquiry? 

TAG :   Tamils Against Genocide 

BostonGlobe:   Tamils protest Sri Lankan turmoil 

 

3RD LEAD (CORRECTION, UPDATE) 

Hospital bombed, 5 killed, 15 wounded 

[TamilNet, Thursday, 22 January 2009, 08:56 GMT] 

The Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and the surgical site of the Mullaiththeevu hospital, 

functioning as a makeshift hospital at Va'l'lipunam school, were damaged in Sri Lanka 

Army (SLA) artillery fire Wednesday night and Thursday around 12:20 p.m., after the Sri 

Lankan government declared that the area where the hospital is situated is a "secure 

zone", medical authorities at the hospital said Thursday. Five civilians were killed within 

the hospital premises Thursday, according to Dr. T. Varatharajah, the Regional Director of 

Health Services (RDHS). The RDHS confirmed that the ICRC had verified that the Sri 

Lankan military had received the GPS coordinates of the hospital and said he was in 

constant touch with the ICRC, located just 1 km away from the hospital.  
 

Meanwhile, TamilNet correspondent who visited the hospital after the attack, witnessing the 

situation said that the medical facility which was serving scores of wounded civilians was 

rendered completely out of function following the attack and that he witnessed one of the worst 

inhuman scenes at the 'Peace Village,' which has been the village of one of the most cruel 

civilian casualties of Sri Lanka's so-called 'War on Terrorism'.  

 

The hospital resumed its activities as ICRC visited the site again.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Chennai/US_lawyer_wants_Lankan_leaders_tried_for_genocide/articleshow/4023923.cms
http://www.genocideintervention.net/
http://www.usip.org/genocide_taskforce/index.html
http://www.preventorprotect.org/
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2008/aug/20/a-genocide-inquiry/
http://www.tamilsagainstgenocide.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/washington/articles/2009/01/24/tamils_protest_sri_lankan_turmoil/


The RDHS confirmed to TamilNet that two shells exploded inside the hostel of the hospital at 

12:20 p.m. The ICU and Surgical Units were attacked Wednesday night, he said.  

 

There are several dead bodies on the sides of the road and under the trees of the hospital, 

TamilNet correspondent said. All the medical staff and the patients who managed to move 

themselves sought refuge in the bunkers and continued to remain there as shells exploded. 

 

53 school girls were killed in the old Chegnchoalai premises, which came under Sri Lanka Air 

Force (SLAF) bombardment on 14 August 2006.  

 

Despite repeated calls from the medical authorities, placed through the ICRC, there has been no 

improvement in Sri Lankan forces conduct on attacks against the hospital in recent months.  

 

Article 18 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states that the civilian hospitals organized to give 

care to the wounded and sick, the infirm and maternity cases, may in no circumstances be the 

object of attack, but shall at all times be respected and protected by the Parties to the conflict. 

 

Sri Lanka (Ceylon) is a signatory to the First, Second and Third Geneva Conventions and it 

ratified the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, by accession to it, on 23.02.1959.  

 

 

Chronology: 
24.01.09  12 civilians killed, 87 wounded, SLA continues art.. 

23.01.09  'Safety zone' shelled again, 5 civilians killed, 8.. 

23.01.09  Artillery barrage continues, 3 killed, 33 wounded 

22.01.09  2 medical staff wounded in artillery barrage on ho.. 

22.01.09  Military was provided with exact coordinates of ho.. 

22.01.09  Hospital bombed, 5 killed, 15 wounded 

22.01.09  66 civilians killed within 3 days - Mullai RDHS 

22.01.09  SLA attacks civilians in 'secure zone', several ki.. 

21.01.09  IC urged to act on humanitarian grounds to safegua.. 

20.01.09  Unprecedented civilian carnage in Vanni 

18.01.09  Vanni civilians under deadly siege 

18.01.09  Artillery barrage kills several civilians, dozens .. 

18.01.09  Sri Lankan shelling kills 4 civilians, children am.. 

17.01.09  Catholic priests appeal to UN to intervene in Vann.. 

16.01.09  5 civilians killed, 7 injured in Sri Lankan artill.. 

16.01.09  Jaffna Bishop urges SL President to stop bombardme.. 

16.01.09  Humanitarian tragedy in Vanni enters deadlier phas.. 

16.01.09  "Which norms of liberal democracy preclude IC atte.. 

13.01.09  Doctors call for attack free zones surrounding dis.. 

13.01.09  Humanitarian tragedy unfolds in Vanni 
 

 

Related Articles: 

15.08.07   53 School girls killed in 2006 SLAF bombing, remembered  
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14.08.06   .ƻƳōŜŘ ǎƛǘŜ Ψƴƻǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ - SLMM  

14.08.06   61 schoolgirls killed, 129 wounded in airstrike 

Intent of Genocide provable in Sri Lanka - Fein 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 24 January 2009, 11:54 GMT] 

Bruce Fein, former U.S. Deputy Associate Attorney General and currently counsel for the 

US-based group Tamils Against Genocide, addressing a select gathering of media persons 

and intellectuals organized by the Max Foundation in Chennai Friday, told the audience 

that there is enough evidence to criminally convict U.S. citizen Gotabaya Rajapakse and 

U.S. Green card holder Lt.Gen. Sarath Fonseka in the U.S. Federal Courts for "intent to 

commit Genocide" in Sri Lanka, sources from Chennai said.  

 
Bruce Fein addressing audience on the invitation by Max Foundation on Friday 

Displaying copies of the 1000-page indictment document he had prepared, Fein said, 

"irrespective of the nationality of the victim or the defendant, egregious crimes including cases 

of extrajudicial killings can be tried in the US courts, and I hope the criminal prosecution against 

the genocide will provide the launching pad for ensuring the civil rights of the Tamil people," 

and elaborated on how he would prove "intent" of genocide. 

 

Mr. Fein said that Sri Lanka was a unique nation whose history reveals an ongoing cultural 

genocide, adding, "the myths of the Mahavamsa say that Sri Lanka belongs to no one but the 

Sinhalese, and the text celebrates kings for slaughtering Tamils. Secondly, the teachings of 

Dharmapala, celebrate the purity of the Aryan race and establish the idea of racial supremacy. 

Because Dharmapala is as sacred to the Sinhalese as Jesus to the Christians, the Sinhalese 

believe and act with the notion of racial supremacy. This legacy is being continued by Sinhalese 

Buddhist monks and this legacy is used by Buddhists in classrooms in the South, as an 

instruction in genocide." 

 
3-Volume model indictment 

http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=19232
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=19224


Fein also pointed out that this was one of the reasons why Buddhist monks launched protests 

against peace on the island and continuously agitated against the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) 

from 2002-2008. 

 

He claimed that the trajectory of politics on the island has also been dictated by the religious and 

chauvinist elements. The politicians who expressed willingness to address Tamil grievances were 

assassinated. During the civil rights movement in the United States, significant number of whites 

openly protested against the oppression of the colored people. But in Sri Lanka, the dissent is not 

tolerated, he said.  

 

Mr. Fein also compared the Black July of 1983 with the current situation faced by Tamils in the 

Northeast. In July 1983, 4000 people were massacred in a state-sponsored carnage that took 

place over four days and several thousand people were displaced. But today, while we cannot 

point out to any single mass-scale killings, genocide is taking place every day, he said, adding 

that all acts of killing from November 2005 to December 2008 had been documented. 

 

In the three year period under Rajapaksa regime there have been nearly 3000 extra-judicial 

killings, an average of 3 civilian killings every day, he said. There has been no investigation or 

prosecution. Failure to prosecute the killers is a proof of genocide, he said.  

 

"Nearly 189 military camps have come up in Tamil areas and no one could wriggle even a finger 

there without the permission of the Lankan military," Fein said, adding "Governments complicity 

in the killings is clear as the crimes take place in Government-controlled area. Gotabhaya and 

Fonseka are aware who committed the crimes but failed to order investigations and allowed 

complete impunity to the soldiers and paramilitaries to carry out the crimes." 

 

Speaking about the white-van abductions, Fein observed that there had been more than 3000 

documented cases of disappearances. There have also been more than 1000 cases of bombings 

causing serious bodily injury, however no Tamil has been given any compensation for the 

suffering undergone.  

 



Bruce Fein addressing audience on the invitation by Max Foundation on Friday 

 

 

Finally, Mr. Fein charged the Sri Lankan Government for creating conditions of life that gave 

Tamils no opportunity but to die, or to live at the mercy of the Government. By denying food, by 

stealing Tsunami relief, the Government ensured that people live in semi-starvation and more 

than 80% of the children suffered from malnutrition.  

 

He also blamed the government for preventing supply of medicines and said, "Sri Lanka must be 

the only government in the wold which wants its people to die from epidemics. It is the only 

government in the world that ships banned product to its people. There are no hospitals, there is 

no proper treatment facilities, there are no ambulances. Bullock carts serve as ambulances, and 

medicine has been pushed to the stone-age, he charged. 

 

Fein also said that every Tamil in the North-East has been displaced at least once and that 

presently 1.3 million Tamils had been displaced. He blamed the Sri Lankan Government for 

cutting off all communication from the Tamil areas by expelling the Sri Lanka Monitoring 

Mission, UN agencies and foreign NGOs. 

 

He said that one of the objectives of the genocide prosecution is to unify the Tamils worldwide. 

"There can be no difference of opinion over the fact that what is happening to Tamils in Sri 

Lanka is a clear-cut case of genocide," he said. 

 

Fein said that he will deliver the model indictment US Secretary of State, the Attorney General 

and selected members of the Congress after he returns to the US. Even as the US is pre-occupied 

with seriousl foreign policy matters dealing with Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Gaza strip, Fein 

added that the American Government cannot stay blind to genocide when a US citizen is accused 

of that crime. 

 

He said that the Sri Lanka Government had gained military upper-hand by using the doctrine of 

"war on terror" against the ethnic conflict. But, when the genocide was exposed in the 

international forum, this would automatically lay the basis for providing a just and equitable 

solution to the Tamils, he said. 

 

He also observed that there were a few positive signals from the International Community: Sri 

Lanka had been rejected from the United Nations Human Rights Council, and the British 

Parliament had discussed the need for a ceasefire in the war-torn island. Fein also said that one 

had to look for cracks in the Sinhalese-Buddhist polity. He emphasized the importance of finding 

support among these sections to advance the Tamil project. Sri Lankan government is attempting 

to muzzle Sinhalese critics through death-threats and the use of brute force, which clearly 

showed that the Government lacked legitimacy. 

 

In conclusion, Bruce Fein said that Socrates who chose death in order to make life better for 

those yet to be born inspired him. 

 

Later, responding to questions from the media, how the Sri Lankan Government using the 



counter-terrorism was committing atrocities including the massacre of women and children. He 

labelled the Government of Sri Lanka's genocidal program as the "crime of crimes." 

 

When asked how this issue could be brought into the spotlight, the US former Deputy Associate 

Attorney General said that this could be done by focussing on American legal system. Gotabhaya 

would be the first US citizen in history to be tried for genocide. Fonseka would be the only 

green-card holder accused of the same crime. That would give this case worldwide publicity and 

the trial would grab the international media's attention, he said. 

 

Responding to a question on how Tamils would get justice within the framework of the Sri 

Lankan Constitution which did not even allow for a federal state, Bruce Fein said that the Sri 

Lankan State had disrespected every piece of paper that tried to enshrine and protect Tamil 

rights. Even Article 29 had been dishonoured. Moreover, even a new Constitution could be 

repealed the very next day, and the Sri Lankan Supreme Court would support the same, he said. 

"There is no legitimate security for Tamil people without sovereignty," he added. 

 

The anti-Congress mood prevalent in Tamil Nadu came to the fore when there was a barrage of 

questions targeting the Indian Government. When asked about the Indian Government's inaction 

to the humanitarian tragedy, and the proxy war that India was waging, Bruce Fein said that his 

silence would be the best answer to such a broad question. 

 

Asked to comment n the Indian Government's inaction when Indian fishermen where being 

killed by the Sri Lanka Navy, Mr.Fein replied that these instances proved the landlessness of the 

Sri Lankan Government which wanted to shoot down anyone who vaguely resembled a Tamil. 

 

Finally, when asked what a sustainable final solution to Sri Lanka would be, Bruce Fein said that 

nothing was ever fixed and this applied to national boundaries also. The only way in which 

peaceful existence between the Sinhalese Buddhists and the Tamils on the island could be 

ensured was to carve out a separate state for the Tamils.  

 

"The important point to remember is that the rights of the Tamils have been dishonoured for the 

past sixty years. The Tamil people are being subjected to oppression, and they are made to live in 

fear every moment of their lives. To ask the Tamils to live along with the Sinhalese within 

unified Sri Lanka would be as disastrous as asking Blacks in the USA to go back to being slaves 

to the Whites." 

 

Dr. Ezhilan, President of the Max Foundation which organized the meeting, spoke about the 

need for Indians and the International Community to react to the genocide as human beings, by 

displaying support and sympathy towards the Eezham Tamils.  

 

 

Chronology: 
24.01.09  Intent of Genocide provable in Sri Lanka - Fein 

16.12.08  Fein responds: Professorial Nonsense on Stilts  

14.12.08  Fein: Genocide charges against Sri Lanka officials.. 

20.08.08  Sri Lanka officials complicit in Tamil Genocide? -.. 

http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=28130
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=27747
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=27732
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=26704


20.06.08  Fein seeks action against Sri Lanka officials 

08.06.08  Fein seeks SL Defence Ministry approval to visit S.. 

03.06.08  "Plucked peace flower"- Washington Times 

26.05.08  Fein: Hold referendum to test support for Tamil St.. 

20.05.08  International Law, Human Rights will salute Tamil .. 

26.03.08  U.S. Rights report fortifies moral, legal entitlem.. 

28.02.08  Bruce Fein: Independence promotes stability 

23.02.08  Fein challenges SL Ambassador on "right to secessi.. 

16.02.08  Justification for Tamil statehood compelling under.. 

29.01.08  Bruce Fein: U.S. Declaration of Independence valid.. 

 

 

External Links:  
ToI :   US lawyer wants Lankan leaders tried for genocide 

TamilNation :   Black July 1983: the Charge is Genocide 

GW:   Genocide Watch 

GPP:   Genocide Prevention Project 

TAG :   Tamils Against Genocide 

UK :   Genocide of Tamils 

US:   Genocide Intervention Network 

USIP:   Genocide Prevention Task Force 

STAND:   Student led division of Genocide Intervention Network 

 

 

Germany calls for Ceasefire between GoSL, LTTE 

[TamilNet, Friday, 23 January 2009, 01:51 GMT] 

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier called Thursday for an immediately 

negotiated ceasefire between the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) and the Liberation 

Tigers of Tamileelam (LTTE), stating that the ceasefire should enable aid deliveries and 

medical care for the civilians in the disputed areas.  

 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier 

Steinmeier expressed concern for more than 300,000 refugees on a coastal 30-kilometer strip of 

land, in the area held by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), DPA News Agency 
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reported Thursday. 

 

Steinmeier also called for the conflicting parties to urgently come to a political agreement. "The 

conflict won't be solved by military means alone," he said. 

 

Government of Sri Lanka recently censured German Ambassador Jurgen Weerth after the 

Ambassador spoke at the funeral of slain editor of Sunday Leader.  

 

"Today is a day when one remains speechless," Weerth said at the funeral of the popular editor 

who was recently assassinated. "Maybe, we should have spoken before this. Today it is too late." 

 

"Today is a day when humanity has lost a major voice of truth. But he will live in his work."  

 

 

External Links:  
DW-WORLD.DE :   Germany Calls for Aid to Refugees Caught in Sri Lankan Conflict  

 

12 civilians killed, 87 wounded, SLA continues artillery attack on 'safety zone' 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 24 January 2009, 14:00 GMT] 

Sri Lanka Army (SLA)  continued artillery shelling on Udaiyaarkaddu on Saturday killing 

at least 7 civilians. At least 87 civilians have been wounded in the indiscriminate shelling up 

to 5:25 p.m. Shells exploded inside the hospital premises of Udaiyaarkaddu. At least 60 

shells exploded behind the hospital premises (Udaiyaarkaddu school) around 3:45 p.m. 

Four civilians were killed on the spot.  
 

Vehicles were seen on fire at Udaiyaarkaddu junction.  

 

Medical authorities said the hospitals were struggling to cope with a high number of civilian 

casualties.  

 

 

Chronology: 
24.01.09  12 civilians killed, 87 wounded, SLA continues art.. 

23.01.09  'Safety zone' shelled again, 5 civilians killed, 8.. 

23.01.09  Artillery barrage continues, 3 killed, 33 wounded 

22.01.09  2 medical staff wounded in artillery barrage on ho.. 

22.01.09  Military was provided with exact coordinates of ho.. 

22.01.09  Hospital bombed, 5 killed, 15 wounded 

22.01.09  66 civilians killed within 3 days - Mullai RDHS 

22.01.09  SLA attacks civilians in 'secure zone', several ki.. 

21.01.09  IC urged to act on humanitarian grounds to safegua.. 

20.01.09  Unprecedented civilian carnage in Vanni 

18.01.09  Vanni civilians under deadly siege 

18.01.09  Artil lery barrage kills several civilians, dozens .. 
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18.01.09  Sri Lankan shelling kills 4 civilians, children am.. 

17.01.09  Catholic priests appeal to UN to intervene in Vann.. 

16.01.09  5 civilians killed, 7 injured in Sri Lankan artill.. 

16.01.09  Jaffna Bishop urges SL President to stop bombardme.. 

16.01.09  Humanitarian tragedy in Vanni enters deadlier phas.. 

16.01.09  "Which norms of liberal democracy preclude IC atte.. 

13.01.09  Doctors call for attack free zones surrounding dis.. 

13.01.09  Humanitarian tragedy unfolds in Vanni 

 

 

Fleeing civilian youths misused to fabricate SLA propaganda 

[TamilNet, Saturday, 24 January 2009, 13:07 GMT] 

Six Tamil youths who recently moved from the Liberation Tigers of Tamileelam (LTTE) 

controlled area to Vavuniyaa were arrested by the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers, taken 

to a nearby army camp where they were given LTTE military uniforms and were forced to 

give video and voice cuts saying that they were LTTE cadres, who were fed up with the 

Tiger hierarchy and decided to hand over themselves to the SLA, legal sources in Vavuniya 

said. Vavuniyaa Magistrate has instructed the Police to approach the families of the youth 

through Government officials and to initiate family re-union.  
 

Vavuniyaa Police produced the six youths before the Vavuniyaa magistrate on Thursday. The 

youths made a confidential confession to the magistrate and said that they were not from the 

LTTE but were civilians who fled due to military operations and explained what the SLA did for 

them. 

 

The victims were identified as Mahalingam Nishanthan, Charles Kingsley Alexjenette, 

Mahalingam Sothisvaran, Selvarasa Senthuran, Annarasa Jeyarajan and Vasanthakumar Nathan. 

 

Until the arrangements are made the youths have been temporarily provided shelter at 

Nelukku'lam detention camp in Vavuniyaa, according to the legal sources.  
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Civilians clad as LTTE fighters by SLA for propaganda purpose [Photo: SLA 

 

Former UN diplomat urges global attention on Sri Lanka 

[TamilNet, Sunday, 25 January 2009, 04:57 GMT] 

Jan Egeland, the former UN Undersecretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator, in a commentary article published in a leading newspaper 

in Norway on Saturday has called for world attention on forgotten conflicts where situation 

has deteriorated while the focal point of the world was centered on Gaza. "With 

catastrophic consequences to an already exhausted civilian population, the army of Sri 

Lanka has taken upon the guerrilla controlled areas," he writes.  

 
Jan Egeland [Library Photo] 

"In Gaza, as well as in Sri Lanka, the elected governments wish to crush the resistance 

movements ï which have used abhorrent terror ï but also enjoy peoples' support. In both the 

places, the government forces are engaged in widespread violations on peoples rights. In both the 



cases one attempts keep the international media and other witnesses away. And, there ends the 

comparison," writes Jan Egeland, who was also a former secretary general of the Norwegian Red 

Cross. 

 

"Any rocket explosion in the sand of Israel or a building in Gaza becomes international news, 

while the entire townships that fall after heavy and bloody fighting in Sri Lanka don't get 

mentioned [in the news]." 

 

Bringing also in other conflict examples such as the crisis of Congo, West Sahara, Somalia and 

Burma, Mr. Egeland, who is now director of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs 

(NUPI), says that the hope of the Palestinians, Israelis, and the people of Middle East was that 

having huge media attention would finally lead to an effective pressure on the parties that cause 

misery for themselves and for their neighbours and argues that also the 'forgotten conflicts' call 

for global attention. 

 

3RD LEAD (PHOTOS UPDATED) 

4 civilians killed, SLAF bombs petrol station, bus depot in Mullaiththeevu 

[TamilNet, Friday, 02 January 2009, 14:53 GMT] 

Sri Lanka Air Fo rce (SLAF) bombers attacked a petrol station and a bus depot killing four 

civilians and causing injuries to 8 close to Mullaiththevu hospital, 1 km away from the 

town. 8 buses were destroyed, the depot building damaged and the petrol station 

completely destroyed, initial reports from Mullaiththeevu said. The indiscriminate 

bombardment by the SLAF has taken place at 5:00 a.m. Friday.  
 

Rantheepan, Nisantharoopan (Mu'l'liyava'lai, Ka'nukkea'ni), Gajan (Visuvamadu) and Thaya 

from 3rd division in Mu'l'liyava'lai were the civilians who were killed in the bombardment which 

has taken place 250 meters from the hospital. 

 

The wounded civilians were identified as Sivalingam Mahesavaran, 35, father of three, 

Uthayakumar, 26, in critical state with injuries to his stomach, Thanes Kathiraimalainathan, 32, 

from Kalla'ru, Visuvamadu, Murukan Rasenthiram, 28, father of one from Koampaavil 

Puthukkudiyiruppu, I. Ranganathan, 40, from 7th division, Antony Kamalathas from 10th 

division in Puthukkudiyiruppu, M. Karunanidhi, 40, from Puthukkudiyiruppu and Jeevendran 

from Muththaiyankaddu.  

 

The wounded were admitted at Puthukkudiyiruppu hospital.  



 

 


